
South Irving Library 
A Family Place Library 



The Discovery Zone - Before 

 

  

The new South Irving 
Library opened in March, 
2015. The Discovery Zone 
was planned for in the 
beginning – offering a 
place for parents, 
caregivers and children to 
discover play and literacy. 











The Discovery Zone after receiving the grant. 





















The Workshop – Discover With Me 















Publicity 





What are the objectives for children? 

1 Increase social and verbal interaction  

2 Support bonding and attachment with 
families  

3 Promote early literacy 

4 Provide access to developmentally 
appropriate toys & materials 

5 Begin the process of lifelong learning  



What are the objectives for families? 

1   Increase awareness of library services 

2   Increase awareness of community agencies 

3   Lesson isolation 

4   Educate about child development, early literacy     
  & learning 

5   Promote interactions with their children 

6   Support parent as a teach role 

7   Encourage and empower families 



What are the objectives for the library? 

1 Increase library usage and circulation 

2 Create a welcoming & comfortable space 

3 Broaden the range of children’s services 

4 Partner with community agencies 

5 Reach out to new and underserved 
audiences 



Family Centered principles we have adopted 

Respect the integrity 
of the family 

Collaborate 
with 

families 

Provide 
unbiased 

and 
complete 

information 
to families 

Develop 
family-
friendly 
policies 

Facilitate 
parent-to-

parent support 

Build on 
family 

strengths 
and respect 
differences 

Partner with 
agencies 

that serve 
children and 

families 


